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complete rest. It is no time for me to stop. I'm a man. I can't show
my back to my enemies. I'd rather die fighting than make a shameful
retreat. So long as my physical strength and stamina lasted I stood
my ground, but—"
"Huh, you will collapse if you persist. You look like a ghost from
an abandoned grave. You'd better lie down." He assisted him. "Shall
I call the doctor?"
Genro Ito, lying on his side, raised his hand. "Don't bother.—You
are the only one who can save me from misfortune and the utter de-
struction of my public career."
Saionji sat down. Ito sank slowly onto his back. A long silence fol-
lowed.
Then he murmured monotonously: "After I succeeded Yamagata
as the Premier for the fourth time with the Seiyukai Party under my
command, Yamagata delivered the first blow. He had resigned the
office partially as a protest to my new activities. Through his superior
influence in the House of Peers, which also resented my progres-
sive moves, Yamagata blocked every important legislation I introduced
and had passed by the Seiyukai majority in the Lower House. To get
the Lords' approval on important measures I had to secure special
Imperial rescripts addressed to them. Yamagata humiliated me to the
•last degree—I lost face.
"Do you remember, Saionji-san?" Ito glanced weakly at Saionji and
went on: "Do you remember, when we were at the Gunkaku-ro one
afternoon last year, Yamagata came in and said that politics was a game
of chess and the next move was mine?"
"Yes, I do, Genro."
"I did move by succeeding him as the Premier, then he did all this
to me. I feel as if I had been punched squarely on the chin. This set-
back has already wrecked my nerves. Then the Seiyukai itself began
to crumble."
Ito breathed deeply and kept on: "I had to dismiss Hoshi Toru from
the Ministry of Communications because he had been accused of ac-
cepting bribes. He was one of the most forceful men. I tried
to cover him. That caused the shattering of the already weakened party
unity. See, Saionji-san, yoq have been the President of the Privy Coun-
cil all this time and are not acquainted with the members, but there
are all types of men in the Party/'
"Huh."
"In the meantime. Finance Minister Watanabe Kunitake acted veiy

